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1. (pleasant) though it may be, ... 

   although it may be (pleasant) 

   as (pleasant) as it may be 

   however (pleasant) it may be 

 

    

2.however much I’d (like it),… 

   much as I (like it) 

   no matter how much I (like it) 

   regardless of how much I (like it) 

3. in the event of there being (nobody to 

help),... 

    if there is (nobody to help) 

 

4.was/were there to be (a problem),... 

   if there was/were (a problem) 

5. had you not (come),... 

    if you hadn’t (come) 

 

6.such was (my surprise), that... 

   (my surprise) was so (big), that... 

7. but for (your help),... 

   if it weren’t for (your help) 

   if (you) didn’t (help me) 

    

8. but for (your help),... 

    had it not been for (your help) 

    if it hadn’t been for (your help) 

    if you hadn’t helped me 

 

9. it was so (nice) a (day),... 

    it was such a (nice day) 

10. (try) as (I) might,... 

       no matter how much (I try) 

       regardless of how much (I try) 

11. hardly/barely/scarcely had (I opened 

the door), when... 

 

12.no sooner had (I opened the door), 

than... 

13.should (you see him) 

     were (you) to (see him) 

     if (you see him) 

     if (you) should (see him) 

     if (you) happen (to see him) 

 

14.I’ve yet to ( meet ) such a (clever 

person) 

     I’ve yet to ( meet ) as (clever) a (person) 

as... 

     I’ve never met such a (clever person) 

15. all of whom, many of whom, some of 

whom, a few of whom, few of whom, two 

of whom, neither of whom, none of whom 

 

 

16.all of which, many of which, some of 

which, a few of which, few of which, two 

of which, neither of which, none of which 

17.let alone 

     not to mention 

18.more often than not 

     usually 

     at least half the time 

19.I’d rather not (leave) 

      

20.I’d rather you didn’t (leave) 

 

21. I’d rather not have (left) 

 

22.  I’d rather you hadn’t (left) 

23.to a certain extent 

     to a certain degree 

24.with hindsight 

     looking back in time 

25.if only (I) were (stronger) 

 

26.if only (I) had been (stronger) 


